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[Rollcall Vote No. 29 Leg.]

YEAS—89
Alexander Dole Menendez
Allard Domenici Mikulski
Allen Dorgan Murkowski
Baucus Durbin Nelson (FL)
Bayh Ensign Nelson (NE)
Bennett Enzi Obama
Biden FeAinstein Pryor
Bond Frist Reed
Boxer Graham Reid
Brownback Grassley Roberts
Bunning Gregg Rockefeller
Burns Hagel S
alazar
Burr Hatch Santorum
Cantwell Hutchison
Carper Inhofe Sarbanes
Chafee Isakson Schumer
Chambliss Johnson Sessions
Clinton Kennedy She'lby
Coburn Kerry Smith
Cochran Kohl Snowe
Coleman Kyl Specter
Collins Landrieu Stabenow
Conrad Lautenberg Stevens
Cornyn Lieberman Sununu
Craig Lincoln Talent
Crapo Lott Thomas
Dayton Lugar Thune
DeMint Martinez Vitter
DeWine McCain Voinovich
Dodd McConnell Warner
NAYS—10
Akaka Harkin Murray
Bingaman Jeffords Wyden
Byrd Leahy
Feingold Levin
NOT VOTING—1
Inouye
The conference report was agreed to.
———

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—S. 2320

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the cloture
vote on the motion to proceed to S.
2320, the LIHEAP bill, be vitiated.

I further ask consent that imme-
diately after the consent, the Senate
proceed to the consideration of the bill,
provided further that Senator ENSIGN
or his designee be immediately recog-
nized in order to make a Budget Act
point of order and that Senator SNOWE
or her designee be recognized in order
to move to waive. I further ask that
there then be one-half hour of debate,
equally divided, prior to a vote on the
motion to waive.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection? Without objection, it is so
ordered.

Under the previous order, the cloture
motion is vitiated.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, we will be
having a vote in 30 minutes. In all like-
lihood, that will be the last vote of the
day.

———

MAKING AVAILABLE FUNDS FOR
THE LOW-INCOME HOME ENERGY
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM, 2006

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2320) to make available funds in-
cluded in the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005
for the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance
Program for fiscal year 2006 and for other
purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senator from
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Nevada is to be recognized. The Senate
will be in order.

Mr. COBURN addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma.

Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, the
pending bill, S. 2320, offered by the Sen-
ator from Maine, increases direct
spending in excess of the allocation to
the Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions Committee. Therefore, I raise a
point of order against the bill, pursu-
ant to section 302(f) of the Congres-
sional Budget Act.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maine.

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, pursuant
to section 904(c) of the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974, I move to waive the
applicable points of order. I move to
waive the point of order under the ap-
plicable provisions of the rules and
statutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mo-
tion to waive is debatable. There is 30
minutes equally divided.

Who yields time? The Senator from
Maine.

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I rise
today to ask the Senate to do the right
thing and to oppose this budget point
of order brought up against this legis-
lation that will provide emergency
funding for the Low Income Home En-
ergy Assistance Program.

I thank the majority leader for his
assistance in advancing this legisla-
tion. It is the culmination of his con-
siderable efforts over the last few
months to bring forward this legisla-
tion. I thank the minority leader as
well for recognizing the importance
and vitality of this issue, and pro-
moting this amendment forward as
well.

Mr. President, I know you are sitting
in the chair, but you have been one of
the leaders on this issue, trying to get
additional commitment for funding for
low-income fuel assistance, particu-
larly for this winter, along with my
colleague, Senator COLLINS of Maine.
This legislation addresses a nationwide
crisis by bipartisan consensus and fis-
cal responsibility. This legislation
shifts the fiscal year for LIHEAP fund-
ing into the Deficit Reduction Act of
2005, which was already signed into
law, from 2007 to 2006. This will provide
an additional $1 billion for all those
Americans who simply cannot wait any
longer for relief from home heating
fuel costs that have skyrocketed over
last year’s heating bill.

The vote we will be taking this after-
noon is on the budget point of order
against this bill. I would like to elabo-
rate on why this legislation is abso-
lutely vital to increasing the funding
for low-income fuel assistance for all
parts of the country that depend upon
this program.

There has been a lot of misinforma-
tion with respect to exactly what this
bill is all about. First of all, it is budg-
et neutral. Don’t take my word for it;
it is the conclusion of the Congres-
sional Budget Office. All of the funds
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under this bill have already been ap-
propriated and accounted for within
the budget. All this measure will do is
shift the funds from fiscal year 2007 to
2006. There is no additional, there is no
new spending.

This approach is not only fiscally
sound and budget neutral, but, criti-
cally, it will allow States the flexi-
bility to allocate funds to the residents
who are struggling to pay for energy
bills this year. The White House and
our Senate leadership recognize this is
the fiscally responsible solution to re-
solve this crisis.

I know some have said essentially we
believe the LIHEAP program should be
funded through contingency measures
such as this legislation. That is what
this legislation does, it utilizes the ex-
isting formula. It is not only cold
weather States but also warm weather
States that will benefit under this leg-
islation.

I regret some of the misinformation
that has been circulated with respect
to LIHEAP as to who will benefit,
which States will benefit under this
legislation. I submit that in a year of
high energy costs—and it has been a
year of high energy costs, anywhere
from 30 percent to 50 percent—it has
devastated our State of Maine, Min-
nesota, and all parts of the country
that have had to rely on home heating
oil or natural gas or whatever the al-
ternative. But the fact remains, the
prices have increased 30 percent to 50
percent over last year’s, and last year’s
prices went up 20 percent to 30 percent.
That factor is not in dispute.

The additional factor is that we are
using the same distribution formula. I
believe that needs to be understood be-
cause I have seen some of the papers
distributed as to which States will ben-
efit. It is totally inaccurate. Nothing
has changed with respect to that for-
mula.

On the issues that are important to
know about this increase in LIHEAP
funding, No. 1, it is budget neutral; No.
2, it will not increase spending; and No.
3, the distribution formula remains the
same. I regret that we have seen so
much misinformation and mischarac-
terization with respect to the funding
formula under this legislation.

Finally, we have heard: Well, it is a
mild winter. I would like you to come
to Maine, if you think it is a mild win-
ter, and you ask all those people about
the 30 percent to 50 percent increases.
The current low-income fuel assistance
program has not had an increase in
real dollar terms since 1983. I happened
to be in the House of Representatives
when we created this program. It has
not increased in real terms. If any-
thing, it has been reduced. I regret that
we have reached this point in time
with respect to this vital program that
s0 many low-income individuals depend
upon who can barely make ends meet
given the extent of the costs this win-
ter with respect to home heating oil.

We are now talking about a program
that has not increased in net terms
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